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DR. STEPHEN HAHN NOMINATED TO BE NEXT COMMISSIONER OF THE US FDA 
 

Dr Hahn is a radiation oncology expert and the current chief medical executive of The University of Texas 
MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston. President Donald Trump nominated Dr Hahn for the post to the 
US Senate, and he will face a confirmation hearing before the Senate Health Committee.  
 
The position of FDA Commissioner was held by acting commissioner Ned Sharpless for the past seven 
months, and he has since resigned. The position is being held by Admiral Brett Giroir, who will serve as 
acting commissioner until the new commissioner is confirmed.  

 

 

TAKEDA’S NEW DENGUE VACCINE PERFORMS WELL IN PHASE III TRIALS, 
COMPANY SETS UP MANUFACTURING PLANT EVEN BEFORE APPROVAL 

 

Takeda Pharmaceutical reported that their dengue vaccine demonstrated over 80% efficacy in a large 
scale trial in children between four and sixteen years. The Japanese drugmaker concluded a pivotal 
phase III Tetravalent Immunization against Dengue Efficacy Study (TIDES) in over 20,000 patients 
recently. Its vaccine, TAK-003 is based on a live-attenuated dengue serotype 2 virus, which provides the 
genetic “backbone” for all four vaccine viruses. The vaccine demonstrated 97.7% efficacy against they 
type 2 serotype, 73.3% against serotype 1, and 62.3% against serotype 3, with no conclusive data 
available for serotype 4 infections.  
 
The WHO warns that the incidence of dengue, a mosquito-borne viral infection, has increased 30-fold 
over the last 50 years, and 50-100 million infections are estimated to occur annually in over 100 endemic 
countries. Thus, almost half the world’s population is at risk of contracting dengue, a potentially lethal 
infection.  
 
Meanwhile, Takeda has inaugurated a new dengue vaccine manufacturing plant in Germany, an 
investment of EUR 130 Mn, even prior to approval of the vaccine. The plant will be used for formulation, 
fill, finish and secondary packaging of the dengue vaccine.  

 

 

NOBEL PRIZE IN PHYSIOLOGY OR MEDICINE GOES TO DISCOVERERS OF HOW 
CELLS SENSE AND ADAPT TO OXYGEN AVAILABILITY 

 

The 2019 winners, William G. Kaelin Jr., Sir Peter J. Ratcliffe and Gregg L. Semenza, discovered how 
cells can sense and adapt to changing oxygen availability. Through their work, they identified the 
molecular machinery that regulates the activity of genes in response to varying levels of oxygen and 
revealed the mechanism for one of life’s most essential adaptive processes. They established the basis 
for our understanding of how oxygen levels affect cellular metabolism and physiological function. 
 
Thanks to this new understanding of the processes behind the formation of blood vessels and the 
production of red blood cells, the functioning of the immune system and foetal and placenta development, 
scientists have a better grasp of diseases arising from these pathways. These discoveries have paved 
the way for promising new strategies to fight cancer and other diseases including anaemia and heart 
disease.  

 

TAKE Solutions has extensive expertise in delivering Oncology Trials. Backed by 
our experience of delivering over 100 clinical studies across 10+ different cancer 
types, TAKE has the proven capabilities to help companies bring their oncology 
product to market quickly and effectively.  
 

 

 

 

BALASUBRAMANIAN (SRINI) SRINIVASAN JOINS TAKE SOLUTIONS BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

 

 
Independent Director  

30+ Years at Pfizer, Novartis, GSK and Astra in 
global leadership roles in General 

Management, Commercial, R&D, and 
Manufacturing  

Srini has over 30 years of experience at leading 
pharmaceutical companies like Pfizer, Novartis, GSK 
and Astra. During this time, he has held multiple global 
leadership roles, where he has managed and maximized 
value of innovative products, vaccines and generics, 
across multiple therapeutic areas, through all stages of 
drug development and commercialization. Most recently, 
he was the Managing Director of Pfizer Healthcare India 
and the Chairman of the Board of Directors of ZHOPL, a 
JV between Pfizer and Zydus. At Novartis, he led 
Worldwide Integration with GSK Oncology, as well as 
held multiple positions including Global Head for 
Commercial Strategy & Operations, Global Head for 
Lifecycle Strategy & Innovation, and Country Head & 
President -Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore. He holds a 
degree in Pharmacy from Madras Medical College, an 
MBA from London Business School and has received 
executive training at Harvard Business School. 

 

 

 

ABOUT TAKE SOLUTIONS 
 

TAKE Solutions delivers domain-intensive services 
in Life Sciences and Supply Chain Management.  
 
In the fast-growing Life Sciences space, TAKE 
offers clients a unique combination of full-service 
Clinical, Regulatory and Safety services backed by 
unique technology expertise. Our range of services 
span from clinical trials to regulatory submissions to 
post-marketing safety, all backed by insights derived 
through proprietary industry networks forums. With a 
team of leading Life Sciences experts, best-in-class 
systems and processes, and bespoke, industry-
specific technology and analytics, TAKE delivers 
successful outcomes for clients. Our global roster of 
clients includes large and small innovator 
biopharmaceutical companies as well as generics 
manufacturers.  

 

With operations spread across North America, Europe, Asia, and South America, TAKE is a Public 
Company, listed in India on the Bombay Stock Exchange and the National Stock Exchange. Led by a 
team of industry stalwarts and domain experts, TAKE has been growing steadily with FY19 revenues 
touching INR 20,390 Mn (USD 292 Mn).  
 
For more details, please visit www.takesolutions.com.  
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